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Educator of the Year
Paula Loegering
Dickinson Adult Learning Center

Paula Loegering has been teaching GED and EL students at the
Dickinson Adult Learning Center for almost 25 years and has had
an incredible impact on the many students fortunate enough to
learn from her. Paula is a superb example of what dedication and
true passion can contribute to the field of education. Graduates
frequently return to her to visit and thank her for all she has done.
Paula is down to earth, easy to talk to and a very hard worker. She’s
the kind of person who will always step up and pitch in, whether
it’s fixing something at the center or assisting a student with a task
outside of classwork, like filling out a rental application, responding
to correspondence or navigating important life decisions. Her
students love her because she takes the time to get to know them
as individuals and is there for them when all they need is a listening
ear. She is more than a teacher to many; she is a friend and mother
figure.
Paula contributes significantly to the field of education by
advocating for her students, having conversations with local
representatives and officials, and acting as a positive promoter for
adult education in North Dakota. She always is willing to learn new
methods and ideas and very willing to upgrade her skills using new
technology. She understands the individual needs of her students
and helps foster their self-esteem through encouragement.

Scholarship

Nadine Nelson
Minot Adult Learning Center

Outstanding Leadership Service
Bridget Hanlan
Region III Adult Learning Center, Devils Lake

Bridget Hanlan has gone above and beyond to reinvent the Region
III Adult Learning Center in Devils Lake to make it one of the most
successful and innovative centers in North Dakota. Bridget started
as a teacher at the ALC where her caring approach and effort to turn
each student’s struggle into a success story led her to win North
Dakota Association for Lifelong Learning’s Educator of the Year
Award in 2017.
When she became director of the ALC in 2018, she listened to
concerns from the community and its businesses regarding the
lack of soft skills demonstrated by students and young adults in the
workforce. Bridget took the initiative of implementing a position
and course to tackle this ongoing issue by creating a college and
career readiness specialist in her center. The course was eventually
expanded to include area high schools and community college
students in the region. Through her vigilance and “outside of the
box” thinking, more than 1,300 students in the Lake Region have
participated in the course.
Bridget encourages other innovative ideas to reach more students,
including offering online options for students unable to connect with
the center during regular hours. Additionally, knowing cost can be an
obstacle for many students, Bridget reached out to the community
for help. Thanks to Bridget’s effort, and to the kindness of local civic
and community clubs, enough money has been raised for the last
three years to ensure no students attending the Region III Adult
Learning Center are burdened with any financial responsibility for
testing.
It is apparent to those working closely with Bridget that she is
second to none. It is obvious she has earned the respect of anyone
who has had the pleasure to interact with her. Bridget strives each
day to make a positive impact as director of the Region III Adult
Learning Center by expanding her center to be more than just a
place to obtain a GED.

Student of the Year –
Adult Education
Miriam Wilson
Minot Adult Learning Center

Mariam came to the United States from Japan, knowing
very little English. She married a United States airman and
abandoned her family’s projected desire for her to become a
doctor. Her family was unsupportive about the move, which
crushed Mariam, but did not stop her from pursuing her
dreams of marrying her husband and getting an education in
the United States.
Little did everyone know how much of an effect she would
have on the Minot Adult Learning Center. As a student, Mariam
always had a smile on her face and was so grateful to attend
her classes. Every day, she came early and prepared, prestudying the night before so she would be ready for the lesson
each day. Mariam showed up to the Minot Adult Learning
Center with a goal in mind. She quit her full-time job as a cook
on the Air Force base and committed all her time and energy to
school. She was laser-focused and ready to earn her GED.
Although it was a difficult transition without her family’s
support, in less than one year after coming to the United
States, and only four months at the ALC, Miriam earned her
GED. Her future plans include attending a local college and
becoming a lawyer.

Highest Average GED Score Award
Thomas Marshall
Fargo Adult Learning Center

Thomas Marshall earned an overall score of 705
with an overall average score of 176.

Student of the Year –
Alternative Education
Kelsey Kleinsasser
South Central High School, Bismarck

The Phoenix, South Central High School’s mascot, is often an
emblem of reborn hope, depicted as a mythical bird of great
beauty that becomes renewed or restored after being hurt or
damaged.
When considering someone who has risen from the ashes
of their life circumstances, Kelsey Kleinsasser comes to
mind. Kelsey is a 2021 graduate and was unanimously voted
by school staff to deliver her class’s graduation speech in
honor of her immense growth through her time in academia.
Throughout her high school career, Kelsey not only had to find
balance in the typical struggles of young adulthood but also
needed to explore the challenges of being a mother.
Kelsey became a mom at 14 to her beautiful daughter, Kaisyn.
Being a mom in the best of circumstances is tough, but
doing it as a single mother, as a student in transition and as a
trailblazer in education was not an easy feat. Kelsey was wellacquainted with the school resource officers at her schools, as
she was a fighter in the physical sense. After arriving at South
Central High School, Kelsey quickly realized she needed to
channel that fighting spirit into determination to achieve her
goal of graduating. She desired to be a good example to her
daughter, showing Kaisyn that she could aim high and exceed
expectations. Kelsey eventually let staff, including those same
school resource officers, into her life and heart. She connected
with staff, sought help and support, prioritized her daughter
and future, and gradually started to find the confidence she
needed to succeed. As the Phoenix is uniquely remarkable in
its rebirth, Kelsey, too, has risen from the ashes.

